Current, February 26, 2018 by University of Missouri-St. Louis
University of Missouri, St. Louis
IRL @ UMSL
Current (2010s) Student Newspapers
2-26-2018
Current, February 26, 2018
University of Missouri-St. Louis
Follow this and additional works at: https://irl.umsl.edu/current2010s
This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the Student Newspapers at IRL @ UMSL. It has been accepted for inclusion in Current
(2010s) by an authorized administrator of IRL @ UMSL. For more information, please contact marvinh@umsl.edu.
Recommended Citation
University of Missouri-St. Louis, "Current, February 26, 2018" (2018). Current (2010s). 301.
https://irl.umsl.edu/current2010s/301
The University of Missou-ri-St. Louis has partnered with 
Ameren Electric to give students a 
unique summer internship oppor-
tunity for the second straight year. 
UMSL Accelerate, a university club 
focused on propelling students 
into positions of professional suc-
cess, works in cooperation with 
Ameren and many energy start-up 
companies.
UMSL Accelerate’s partnership 
with Ameren started last year, as 
they picked ten students from an ap-
plicant pool of approximately 200 to 
work with seven promising energy 
start-up companies. Ameren chose 
the companies based off of which 
had most potential to succeed in 
the market, and provided each with 
a $100,000 grant.
The UMSL students then 
worked with their assigned com-
pany, applying their individual skill 
sets to run social media accounts, 
create websites, develop marketing 
strategies, and more. When it comes 
to specific academic disciplines, the 
Ameren Accelerator internship pro-
gram is open to all students.
Founding executive director of 
UMSL Accelerate and 1983 UMSL 
graduate, Dan Lauer, said “Inno-
vation comes from everywhere. 
We want the nursing student that 
has a medical device. We want the 
College of Education student. En-
trepreneurship comes from every 
discipline. This is very much in-
tended to be interdisciplinary across 
campus. We want anyone who’s in-
terested in entrepreneur-minded 
activities.”
The Ameren Accelerator Intern-
ship is designed to fit the needs of 
even the busiest of college students. 
The internship runs from June 11 to 
September 11, requires 20 hours of 
work per week which can mostly be 
done remotely, and offers a $2,500 
stipend upon completion. Though 
there are limited barriers to entry, 
it is encouraged that applicants be 
strong writers and communicators, 
energetic and positive, committed 
self-starters, and open to learn.
Of the ten Ameren Accelera-
tor interns from 2017, four were of-
fered permanent positions with the 
start up companies that they worked 
with over the summer. Their disci-
plines ranged from data analytics 
and sales to software development 
and engineering.
The success of last summer’s 
program has inspired Dan Lauer 
and the UMSL Accelerate team to 
continue the program. “We found 
of lot of traction with student en-
gagement in this kind of program, 
so we’re doing it again,” Lauer said. 
“We hope to get a bunch of students 
who are eager to learn. We want stu-
dents to have a lot of fun with it but 
also learn from it.”
While the Ameren partnership 
is proving to be a success, Lau-
er is confident that both the pro-
gram and UMSL Accelerate will 
grow even further. Using last sum-
mer’s 200-person applicant pool as 
a benchmark, Lauer hopes to see 
that number increase to about 300 
students this year. With UMSL Ac-
celerate, he’s thinking on a grander 
scale. Lauer said, “We want to be a 
thought leading, award-winning, 
nationally recognized program that 
we all can be proud of.”
The function of UMSL Accel-
erate isn’t simply to partner with 
companies to provide students with 
valuable professional experience. 
While that is part of it, the club has 
more to offer. Lauer described the 
club as “a holistic approach to en-
trepreneur student education.” Its 
approach consists of education, in-
novation, and collaboration—with 
the Ameren Accelerator internship 
program falling in the collaboration 
section.
Already offering an entrepre-
neurial certificate, UMSL Accel-
erate aims to offer a full degree 
program within the coming years. As 
one of the fastest growing and larg-
est student clubs on campus, there is 
certainly a demand for an education 
based in entrepreneurship.
The deadline to apply for the 
Ameren Accelerator internship 
program is March 4, and Lauer in-
sists that the applicant pool will 
be competitive and diverse, but he 
doesn’t want that to discourage any 
students considering the program. 
“Part of entrepreneurship is show-
ing up. Raise your hand and try this. 
Give it your all,” Lauer said. 
More information about the pro-
gram can be found at the Ameren 
Accelerator website.
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Ameren Accelerator Internship Gives 
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Some of the window painting artwork on the bridge during homecoming week.
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Convivial (Adjective): friendly; agreeable. 
Sentence: UPB's Late Night Bingo is a convivial place to relax at 
the end of the week on March 2 at 10 p.m. at Provincial House 
Dining Hall.
presents
UMSL To Reassess Resources for Each 
Academic Program
The University of Missou-ri-St. Louis is in the midst of 
a campus-wide review of its aca-
demic programs. University of Mis-
souri System President Mun Choi 
requested that each UM System 
campus conduct a review of its cur-
rent academic programs in order to 
determine areas of potential growth.
The objective of the review pro-
cess is to identify programs that are 
in highest demand among students 
and reallocate resources across 
the university in order to sustain 
and build upon them. The review 
committee is led by Vice Provost 
for Research and Graduate Studies 
Christopher Spilling.
First charged with the task of 
assembling a committee, Spilling 
sought out many members of the 
faculty senate, as well as associate 
deans from each of the four major 
UMSL colleges: Education, Busi-
ness Administration, Nursing, and 
Arts and Sciences. While other UM 
System campuses decided to hire 
external consultants to conduct the 
review, UMSL thought it to be more 
beneficial to deliberate internally.
“We’re spending time talking to 
the units. This isn’t a big campus. 
We know each other’s departments 
fairly well,” Spilling said. The deci-
sion to conduct the Academic Pro-
gram Prioritization Review with 
UMSL faculty fell largely on the val-
ue of qualitative data.
The review process started in 
the fall of 2017, as the committee be-
gan looking at each program’s credit 
hours, majors, number of graduates, 
and financial data, but Spilling and 
the committee then shifted gears to 
dig a little bit deeper. “We decided 
that numbers are not the whole sto-
ry,” Spilling said.
Splitting into four sub-groups, 
each led by an associate dean, the 
committee then visited each aca-
demic unit individually to further 
discuss both quantitative and qual-
itative data, gaining information 
about each program’s mission and 
history.
In the interest of reallocating 
Joseph Salamon
News Editor
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university resources, the review 
committee must categorize each 
program or unit under the follow-
ing guidelines: inactivation, subject 
to further review, combination or 
consolidation, strategic investment, 
or fine as is.
While the review process is 
largely focused on creating ways to 
bolster newer programs that are in 
higher demand, Spilling recogniz-
es that also means cuts will have 
to be made to some programs as 
well. “We’re going to offer our rec-
ommendations, but we’ll lose some 
sleep over it, believe me,” Spilling 
said.
The committee has three weeks 
of deliberation remaining before it 
presents its recommendations to the 
provost, Kristin Sobolik, on March 
15.
Sobolik, who is charged with 
taking the committee’s recommen-
dations and turning them into ac-
tionable steps, expects to come up 
with plans for reallocating resources 
by the end of the semester. “It’s im-
portant for any institution to make 
sure that they maintain that rele-
vancy to the population that they’re 
serving,” Sobolik said. “It’ll be im-
portant for us to make sure that we 
have coverage of programs across 
the system.”
While the program review is co-
inciding with Governor Eric Gre-
itens’ proposed bill to cut state 
university funding by nine percent, 
Sobolik insists that the two aren’t 
related. “Right now I think higher 
education is in an interesting situ-
ation across the nation. We need to 
make sure we’re getting our word 
out about what an economic driver 
we are,” Sobolik said.
According to Sobolik, some of 
the academic areas UMSL is hoping 
to expand upon include cybersecu-
rity, entrepreneurialism, and sports 
management. “We need support and 
resources to help bring those pro-
grams to fruition,” Sobolik said. “So 
in order to do that, we need to know 
which programs we should the real-
locate funding to support the areas 
of growth, strength, and excellence 
that we have.”
More information on the Aca-
demic Program Prioritization Re-
view, including frequently asked 
question and data reference, can be 
found on UMSL’s website.
 
This week in the Office of Stu-dent Involvement at the Uni-
versity of Missouri-St. Louis:
•  Registration for the 2018 Wom-
en’s Leadership Institute is now 
open. The Women’s Leadership 
Institute aims to enhance leader-
ship abilities, increase awareness 
of personal skills, and assist wom-
en in developing learning strategies 
to help them successfully navigate 
their professional and personal 
lives and create positive sustainable 
change in their communities. The 
third annual Women's Leadership 
Institute will take place March 16 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Millen-
nium Student Center. To register 
for this event, please visit https://
orgsync.com/59689/forms/302716. 
For more information, contact Co-
ordinator for Leadership Education 
Xavier Blackwell at 314-516-5291 or 
blackwellx@umsl.edu.
• Applications for Alternative 
Spring Break are now available. 
Participate in meaningful service 
to impact change related to a so-
cial issue during a portion of Spring 
Break (March 25 through March 
29). An alternative break engages 
a group of students in service and 
community-based learning, typical-
ly for a week. The program is cen-
tered on creating transformative, 
experiential learning experienc-
es for students through regional, 
campus-community partnerships. 
This year we are heading back to 
Memphis. The trip is $200, with a 
$25 refundable deposit and appli-
cation due by 6 p.m. on February 
28. Travel, lodging, most meals, and 
entertainment are included. Learn 
more and apply at https://orgsync.
com/59704/forms/303065.
• University Program Board is 
hosting their next Explore STL this 
March 3. There’s never been a bet-
ter time to experience “CHICA-
GO,” Broadway’s longest-running, 
American musical. Come join UPB 
for an unforgettable show!  Tickets 
are available for purchase now in the 
Office of Student Involvement.
The Office of Student Involve-
ment can be contacted at 314-516-
5291 or studentinvolvement@umsl.
edu.
The following is a series of dai-ly crime and incident reports 
issued by the University of Missou-
ri-St. Louis Police Department be-
tween February 15 and 22.
February 15: At 10:36 p.m., 
UMSL PD assisted Bel-Nor PD 
in keeping the peace within their 
jurisdiction.
February 16: UMSL PD re-
sponded to a burglar alarm at the 
Delta Zeta sorority house at 12:40 
a.m. The front and rear doors were 
insecure, but the building itself was 
secured.
February 17: UMSL PD and 
Normandy PD responded to a re-
ported disturbance at the Touhill 
Performing Arts Center at 6:30 p.m. 
Per the request of a parent, UMSL 
PD checked on a student at Oak Hall 
at 7:50 p.m., and all was in order. At 
11:00 p.m., UMSL PD responded to 
multiple reports of fireworks at Uni-
versity Meadows.
February 18: No incidents to 
report.
February 19: No incidents to 
report.
February 20: An individual was 
reported as trespassing on the Bef-
fa Property and was then arrested at 
9:08 a.m. on outstanding warrants 
related to a car left at the proper-
ty. UMSL PD transported and re-
leased the individual to St. Louis 
County Intake. A contract employ-
ee suffered a seizure in Millenni-
um Student Center at 1:59 p.m., and 
was taken to the hospital via ambu-
lance. At 6:40 p.m., UMSL PD re-
sponded to a reported hit and run, 
but the reporter refused to provide 
any information.
February 21: A faculty mem-
ber contacted UMSL PD at 10:30 
a.m. about concerning comments 
made by a student. Burnt food set 
off a fire alarm in the Millennium 
Student Center at 10:58 a.m., and 
UMSL PD, Facilities, and NE Fire 
responded. At 11:00 a.m., UMSL PD 
received an email concerning com-
ments made by a student. After ex-
periencing chest pain in Woods Hall 
at 12:05 p.m., an UMSL staff mem-
ber was treated and released by 
paramedics. A car key was found in 
the Social Science Building at 5:08 
p.m. and was held for safe-keeping 
by UMSL PD. UMSL PD was con-
tacted by a faculty member con-
cerned for a student at 7:54 p.m. A 
fire alarm went off at Oak Hall at 
8:55 p.m. Both UMSL PD and NE 
Fire responded and were notified it 
was a drill. A student had an asth-
ma attack at 9:55 p.m. in Oak Hall, 
and was treated and released by 
paramedics. At the North Campus 
Metrolink stop at 10:31 p.m., UMSL 
PD assisted St. Louis County PD 
with a pedestrian check.
February 22: Special School 
District reported that a student em-
ployee left campus at 10:05 a.m. A 
parent was notified and wanted no 
further action. A car key was found 
at 2:06 p.m. in the Thomas Jefferson 
Library, and was returned to UMSL 
PD for safe-keeping. At 2:30 p.m., an 







As University of Missouri-St. Louis students attempted to ac-
cess their online reading materials 
provided through the AutoAccess 
program on February 18, all they 
were given were messages saying 
they were being denied access to 
their course materials—even if the 
student opted-in to AutoAccess.
The university-wide outage last-
ed until February 19, with some stu-
dents still reporting running into 
problems until February 21. During 
the outage, students and faculty 
alike were unable to access reading 
materials through Canvas.
The incident happened due to 
a mistake that occurred when stu-
dents who had opted-out of the 
AutoAccess program were to be 
blocked of their access to the mate-
rials after the program’s trial period 
had ended. While only the students 
who had opted-out of the program 
were meant to be removed, all stu-
dents and faculty members had 
their access to their materials tak-
en away, regardless if they had opt-
ed-out of the program or not.
AutoAccess is a program that 
automatically provides students 
the required materials for their 
class when they enroll, allowing 
students to access their textbooks 
online the day classes start. Auto-
Access was created through collab-
oration between the UMSL Triton 
Store, UMSL professors, and text-
book publishers.
UMSL students had until Janu-
ary 30 to opt-out of the AutoAccess 
program if they decided to purchase 
their required materials somewhere 
else. All of the students who did not 
opt-out of AutoAccess were auto-
matically billed for the required 
course materials after the official 
Add/Drop date, February 12.
The AutoAccess program al-
lows students to access their mate-
rials through learning management 
systems such as Canvas and Black-
board. The program also allows stu-
dents to purchase their materials at 
a reduced cost compared to other 
print or digital editions offered. De-
spite the upsides that AutoAccess 
provides, this misstep has affected 
how some people view the service.
A professor in the communi-
cation and media department who 
wishes to remain anonymous was 
caught off guard by this outage. 
The professor received emails from 
a multitude of students who could 
not access their online books on 
Sunday. The professor has almost 
all assignments and quizzes due on 
Sundays at 11:59 p.m. The assign-
ments require students to cite their 
information from the textbook and 
the quizzes are open book, meaning 
students who were trying to com-
plete their assignments and quizzes 
on February 18—a Sunday—were at a 
disadvantage due to the outage.
The professor then had to spend 
the day returning emails to con-
cerned students, trying to find out 
the reason for the outage and trying 
to decide what actions should be 
taken in regard to the assignments 
that were due. What made matters 
worse for the professor was that the 
Triton Bookstore is closed on Sun-
day, and those in charge of the Au-
toAccess program do not have an 
emergency number that users can 
contact to resolve issues such as 
this. The professor did receive an 
email early on Monday that stated 
they were working on a resolution 
to the outage. Since then, the pro-
fessor said those who worked to re-
solve the problem have been great 
and very helpful.
This is the professor’s first se-
mester using the AutoAccess pro-
gram and while the professor 
understands that accidents happen, 
the professor is still disappointed in 
how the outage was handled. The 
professor decided to go with Auto-
Access this semester because it pro-
vided materials to students at lower 
costs than other means. However, 
the incident and the hassle it caused 
the faculty and the students has af-
fected the professor's opinions on 
the service.
“I am currently questioning if 
I will be continuing with [AutoAc-
cess] in the future,” the professor 
said.
Students who had troubles 
opening their textbooks through 
Canvas were told to refresh their 
browsers and attempt to access it 
again. Students who are still having 
issues should email autoaccess@
umsl.edu for further information.
Dustin Steinhoff
Staff Writer
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Nicholas Armocida, senior, information systems, said, "My 
interpretation of the Hackathon is a 
learning experience. It is an oppor-
tunity for all of us to come out here 
and explore current technologies. 
Technologies, like Blockchain.” 
“Technologies that are so new 
and haven’t been brought to the 
current programs at UMSL. This is 
a way to push the barrier on tech-
nologies that are out there but at the 
current time don’t make it into the 
coursework,” Armocida stated as he 
waited for the start of the second an-
nual UMSL Hackathon. 
The second UMSL Hackathon 
was directed by Mohamed Langi, 
graduate, information systems, and 
was held in the university’s Express 
Scripts Hall room 204. The event 
was held February 16 through 18 
as an overnight event with catered 
food and concessions for partici-
pants. To meet room accomodations 
for eighty-five participants, the So-
cial Science Building was also rent-
ed to the Hackathon group. 
“It’s going to be fun,” faculty fa-
cilitator professor Dinesh Mirchan-
dani said.
Langi founded the Hackathon al-
most a year ago, with friends Stuart 
Ashby and UMSL alumnus Kather-
ine Mierek. The idea came to them 
at Global Hack, a mission-focused 
group of entrepreneurs that wish to 
drive social impact in a technolog-
ical ecosystem. Launched in 2013, 
Global Hack has been a success. It 
has brought ideas of technology to 
our own UMSL students and alum-
ni. Participants were guided with 
professional mentoring in structur-
ing their applications to ensure a 
learning environment. Global Hack 
was sponsored by 1904 Labs, Mas-
tercard, Lockerdome, and UMSL’s 
business information systems pro-
gram. Their goal was for the par-
ticipants to gain valuable, diverse 
skills in specific environments; envi-
ronments that they would encoun-
ter day-to-day in the professional 
world.
“It’s fun to work in a team. 
Gaining experience for my college 
major,” Mary Gonzalez, senior, in-
formation systems, expressed. 
The goal for each team was to 
build an Application Programing 
Interface (API). An API is used by 
most companies to transfer data be-
tween applications. APIs provide 
specific data over the web and help 
build software applications. The 
teams had rules to guide them in 
constructing their APIs. All commu-
nication exchange that took place 
between staff members and partici-
pants was on the application Slack. 
Various problem statements 
were given for building the APIs. 
Without the nitty gritty, students 
were making ideas that work with 
Data.gov, Linkedin/Indeed, You-
tube, and some of their own inno-
vations. As the teams registered, 
Rebecca Craine, senior, informa-
tion systems, and Nicole Gaehle, 
graduate, information systems, were 
handed a free tee shirt that stated, 
“# got api.”
“I was at Global Hack. This is 
how this whole thing came about. I 
was at Global Hack 6. This was the 
starting point. Me and three of my 
friends,” said Langi, who now is a 
consultant at Slalom consulting.
Prizes for the top three teams 
included the first place prize of an 
Apple TV and Amazon Echo; sec-
ond place was a Chromebook, and 
third place was a FitBit Charge 2. 
There was three thousand dollars 
in prizes all together, and last year’s 
winners were in the hunt this year: 
Chau Tran, graduate, information 
systems; Kyle Hopfer, senior, in-
formation systems; and Justin Re-
usnow, senior, computer science. 
The Pace Boiz had new additions, 
Hamad Alquait, senior, information 
systems, and Michael Lacy, senior, 
information systems. The Pace Boiz 
team looked ready to defend their ti-
tle opening Friday night.
“We’re Skynet, and we just 
wanted to build an app that works. 
We didn’t get as far along as [we] 
would’ve liked, but it’s the name of 
the game,” Gavin Meier, senior, in-
formation systems, for team Skynet 
explained as the final announce-
ments came out.
Other teams were just as eager 
for a chance to win, like Armocida’s 
team Banana Sloth, who took third 
place,claiming the FitBit Charge 
2 at Sunday’s closing ceremony. 
There were four judges from dif-
ferent companies.First place went 
to UMSL’s Pace Boiz for the sec-
ond year.  Second place went to 
Not-A-Hot-Dog.
Eboni Valentine, senior, media studies, is one student the Uni-
versity of Missouri-St. Louis should 
be proud to have. Valentine drives 
herself with a passion for advertis-
ing and marketing.
Over her time at UMSL, she has 
taken on a heavy course load. On top 
of her major in media studies, she 
has finished an advertising certifi-
cate and is working on completing a 
digital media marketing minor. Val-
entine also has strong communica-
tion skills which she feels will help 
her in a career with social media.
According to Valentine, “I feel 
like advertising has helped me be 
creative in my writing, and that’s re-
ally good with social media because 
you have to create content that’s en-
gaging with your audience.”
Valentine wants to have a career 
specific to social media marketing 
and some of the companies she is 
aiming for include Anheuser-Bus-
ch and Slam Agency. These com-
panies are constantly using social 
media marketing to aim towards 
their key audiences and are also lo-
cal to St. Louis. Establishing herself 
in St. Louis is important to her so 
she can move on to different cities 
with experience.
According to Valentine, “I typ-
ically want to get established in 
St. Louis, probably for like two or 
three years. Then maybe branch off 
to somewhere else to expand my 
horizons.”
Companies will be lucky to have 
Valentine because she puts in ex-
tra effort, instead of just attending 
school only to graduate. She has 
been involved with UMSL’s clubs 
and organizations since her fresh-
man year. In the summer of 2015 she 
was an orientation leader for UMSL 
and helped other incoming students 
to feel comfortable on campus. 
Then, in the fall of 2015 she became 
one of UMSL’s Weeks of Welcome 
crew leaders and helped students 
succeed in their first week of class 
on campus.
According to Valentine, “When 
I was orientation leader I really 
liked sharing my experience with 
first-time students. Just to be able 
to share my experience, you know I 
had just finished up my first year, so 
I was able to relate to them.”
Being a part of the orienta-
tion group and Weeks of Welcome 
helped Valentine be a resource to 
new and current students as best as 
she could. She also improved on her 
public speaking skills during that 
time. This helped her become pres-
ident of the Advertising and Public 
Relations Club. Valentine has been 
a part of the club since she was a 
sophomore and became the presi-
dent last fall during the beginning 
of her senior year.
Over her presidency, she strived 
to make the club more established 
on campus. With the encourage-
ment and help of Dennis Ganahl, 
associate teaching professor in com-
munications, Parris Smith, senior, 
media studies, and Marrissa Scul-
ly, senior, media studies. She put in 
the time and effort to make the club 
more successful. Her actions were 
rewarded with 20 new members to 
the club, more events being hosted 
each semester, and a visit to adver-
tising agencies downtown she orga-
nized for members. The agency visit 
was considered her biggest success 
with the club with around 10 stu-
dents in attendance.
According to Valentine, “I think 
that’s pretty significant since the 
club hadn’t really been that active 
on campus. We’ve been doing things 
and getting recognized and having a 
good time.”
She has accomplished all of this 
while helping others along the way. 
Valentine is preparing herself for 
life after college by making sure 
she gets the experience she needs. 
With the course work and student 
involvement on her resume, people 
can assume her future will be bright. 
Valentine is blazing her own trail to 





Eboni Valentine's Passion for Marketing 
Leads to Strong Campus Involvement
Valentine's experience as an orientation 
leader led to her leadership role in The 




























UMSL students convene in the SSB at the second annual Hackathon led by Mohamed Langi.
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If you are looking for another Netflix binge, look no further 
than 19th century London and “The 
Frankenstein Chronicles.” 
The cast is a good mix of stars 
and up-and-comers who tell the 
story of a series of murders that 
may or may not be related to a rene-
gade group of doctors who practice 
the science of Galvanism, which in-
volves reanimating dead corpses. 
River Police inspector John Marlott 
is enlisted to assist in the murder in-
vestigation after he discovers what 
appears to be a composite corpse 
along the River Thames in episode 
one. 
Sean Bean is superb as the tor-
mented and determined protagonist 
John Marlott. Bean’s character is an 
interesting one who seems to per-
sonify society’s struggle in the early 
stages of the industrial revolution. 
His dark history involves the death 
of his daughter and later, wife, by 
suicide. Marlott struggles with the 
question of faith while also being a 
man of science and logic by nature. 
He is plagued by visions brought on 
by his illness and the mercury that 
is prescribed to treat it. The show 
creators Benjamin Ross and Bar-
ry Langford masterfully use the vi-
sions as a gateway to Marlott’s past 
as we start to piece together his dark 
history.
There are flashes of one of 
Bean’s previous characters, Boromir 
(Peter Jackson’s “The Fellowship of 
The Ring”), as he is clearly a man of 
duty but faulted by his past and per-
sonal desires. Bean goes back and 
forth in the first few episodes as he 
grapples with the grotesque nature 
of the crimes he is handling and the 
question of a just and righteous God 
who, in a decent world, would not 
allow such things to exist. 
The show tackles the same ques-
tions that Mary Shelley's novel does. 
How can we exist in a world deter-
mined by God but try to change the 
fate that we believe he has laid out 
for us. 
Another great feature of the 
show is the inclusion of the Fran-
kenstein story, and the author 
(along with a few others) as a char-
acter is wonderful. Shelly is first in-
troduced caring for the dying poet 
William Blake. There is a bit of his-
tory here, as we see some suggested 
connections drawn between “Fran-
kenstein” and Blake’s “Prometheus 
Unbound,” and for the most part 
“The Frankenstein Chronicles” 
It has been five years since we have had a Justin Timberlake 
album. Then suddenly, as of early 
February, he’s been back in the lime-
light. Having released an album and 
performed at the Super Bowl half-
time show in a span of two days, JT 
has injected himself back into the 
zeitgeist with a vengeance in a time 
where the Bruno Mars’ of the world 
are dominating the pop category of 
music.
But upon listening to this album, 
it’s clear that while Timberlake still 
has his eye on relevance, he is not 
afraid to change things up and stick 
to elements that have worked for 
him in the past.
In February of 2017, in an inter-
view with The Hollywood Reporter, 
Timberlake said, in reference to his 
album while it was in the works: “It 
sounds more like where I've come 
from than any other music I've ever 
made... It's Southern American mu-
sic. But I want to make it sound 
modern—at least that's the idea 
right now.”
In the months leading up to 
the release of the album, the media 
began to discuss the idea of Tim-
berlake embracing country and 
southern music. This is understand-
able from a pop perspective, since 
pop and country usually only go to-
gether when a country performer 
embraces pop, not when a pop per-
former embraces country.
While this is not Timberlake’s 
strongest release to date, and there 
are only a few sparks of originality 
in the music, it is an interesting out-
ing across a fine line between rural 
music, synthesizers, and 808s.
The opener and single “Filthy” 
starts off leaving the listener uncer-
tain of where the music is heading. 
It starts with hard rock guitars with 
tom-heavy drums before breaking 
into a club beat full of sexual lyrics 
as Timberlake chants throughout: 
“Put your filthy hands all over me.”
The first portion of the album 
starts out party-ready, full of upbeat 
outings like “Sauce” where Tim-
berlake sings in a Prince-like fal-
setto and “Midnight Summer Jam,” 
which came out a little too early for 
the summer, as most of us are prob-
ably bumping JT from a car with 
windows rolled up right now. Re-
gardless, this shows us that Timber-
lake is confident that this album will 
sell in the long run.
Most of the first half of the 
album is filled with 808s and 
dance-friendly grooves with themes 
about partying and girls. However, 
there are some slow jams through-
out, such as “Man of the Woods,” 
with its blues chord structure be-
hind a snap-friendly club beat. Gos-
pel backups are featured as well to 
add to that southern flare.
Timberlake shows his Dixie 
pride through not only traditional 
southern musical elements, but with 
modern aspects of “dirty south” hip 
hop. This can be heard through the 
trap and crunk echoes in the synthe-
sizers and drum machines. It’s in the 
lyrics as well. In “Midnight Summer 
Jam,” Timberlake declares through-
out: “Y’all can’t do better than this/
Act like the south ain’t the shit.”
There are some forgettable mo-
ments, such as “Wave,” which starts 
with bluegrass guitar and drums 
before switching into a Caribbean 
groove. The song just doesn’t fit in 
and neither does the cliched mes-
sage, which is a desire to get away 
from regular life and hang out on an 
island with a girl. That is not to say 
that there isn’t a degree of unorigi-
nality in the other party songs, but 
this one sticks out with sores.
Halfway through the album, the 
tone bends toward a more serious 
air. Tracks eight and nine are du-
ets with Alicia Keys and Chris Sta-
pleton, respectfully. Both songs are 
done well and help shift the direc-
tion of the album.
As we cross into the second wave 
of the album, we are given “Flan-
nel,” where Timberlake declares: 
“Right behind my left pocket/That 
is where you’ll feel my soul/It’s been 
with me many winters/It will keep 
you warm,” referencing his heart, 
as he reaches out to someone who 
has been hurt. The music is simul-
taneously low-key and alive with 
a strong 808 beat with synths and 
acoustic guitar to fill the instrumen-
tal space.
These later songs lack the mod-
ern bass-heavy rhythms, trading 
them in for more traditional 80s 
style disco beats instead. This is 
where JT comes out strong, with 
his strong neo soul vocals and har-
monic production. There are a lot 
of echoes of Michael Jackson to be 
heard, but that is nothing new for 
Timberlake and it works in the end.
There are some great tracks 
here such as “Breeze Off the Pond,” 
which is simply well-written and 
curiously complex, as well as “Liv-
in’ Off the Land.”
“The Hard Stuff,” features some 
of the best production and sounds 
like it could have been recorded ten 
or even twenty years ago. It comes 
across as one of the most heartfelt 
numbers on the record, as Timber-
lake sings about taking on the chal-
lenges of a relationship.
The album ends humbly with 
“Young Man,” which is dedicated 
to Timberlake’s son, Silas. It’s a laid 
back soulful song with a 90s hip 
hop beat where Timberlake gives 
advice to his son. He sings, “Young 
man/You’re gonna have to stand for 
something.” Overall, it’s a fitting end 
to an album.
It seems that the discussion 
of “Man of the Woods” in the me-
dia has been mostly focused on the 
theme of the album, rather than 
the content. Why has JT decided 
to embrace the culture of the rural 
south? To me, it seems that he’s try-
ing to reach out to an audience that 
is more often in tune with southern 
rock and country music than any-
thing else. As a pop performer, this 
seems to be a smart move, since it 
brings forth all of the positive ele-
ments of southern music.
All in all, it is not a bad album. 
Yet, I know the songs that stuck out 
to me most will not even get near the 
Billboard charts. However, looking 
at it in terms of creativity, there are 
a few moments that shine, and the 
more poppy songs, while not JT’s 
best, are certainly well thought-out 
and welcome in the catalogue.
arts & entertainment
Parties, Passion, and Southern Pride: 
 Justin Timberlake’s 'Man of the Woods'
Chris Zuver
A&E Editor
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Triton Basketball Wraps Up Season for the 
Men's Team and the Women March On
Roderick M. Wilbon
Sports Editor
The ups and downs of a sport season can be a great ride or it 
can be a heartbreaker. It is the tale 
of two teams on the basketball court 
this season. The University of Mis-
souri-St. Louis Men’s and Women’s 
basketball teams wrapped up their 
regular seasons respectively.
The Men’s season had a lot of 
promise with a great athletic big 
team. The season would not be kind 
to them, though. The team seemed 
to not have an identity. They were 
not a three-point shooting team, 
a hard-nosed defensive team, or a 
stretch the floor team. Overall, the 
team went 14-13 and 9-9 in the con-
ference. The Tritons were barely 
a .500 team and it showed on the 
court.
There were just too many chang-
es and inconsistency on the team 
that lead to some games that they 
were winning and blew a lead. This 
included losing a game by one point 
when there were two minutes left 
in the game and they had the lead 
in the beginning of the game. They 
were playing aggressive defense in 
the first quarter and they had a lead 
on points. They would then come 
back in the second half very lack-
adaisical to blow it. They finished 
a game that the Tritons were win-
ning only to let the opponent send 
the game to overtime that the oppo-
nents dominated.
The men did start to get on a roll 
late in the season. If they could have 
won their last game on February 
24 against the rival, very beatable, 
Maryville, the Tritons could have 
snuck into the Great Lakes Valley 
Conference Tournament. They, un-
fortunately, lost 70-79 on the road 
to Maryville. The Tritons were de-
stroyed on the boards, leading to the 
difference in the game.
Three players on the team will 
graduate this year: Elijah Watson, 
senior, accounting; Steven Davis, se-
nior, exercise management; and D.J. 
White, senior, physical education. 
These members were key in assists 
and three-pointers. How will UMSL 
fill the gap after their departure? 
One thing we know is this team will 
look very different next season.
The Lady Tritons are the team 
that’s on a roller-coaster ride that 
never came back down. They suc-
ceeded in everything they have 
wanted almost this season. Wheth-
er off the build projects or on the 
court. They are your Central Divi-
sion Champions of the GLVC after 
their win on February 24 against 
Maryville for the second time. The 
next phase for them is to take the 
GLVC Tournament by storm.
The Lady Tritons went 20-5 
overall in competition over the reg-
ular season and 14-4 in conference 
play. They end the season on a 13-
game winning streak, undefeated at 
the Mark Twain Athletic and Fitness 
Center and with a .778 winning per-
centage. They did this by dictating 
teams on offense and defense. The 
Tritons put major pressure on op-
ponent’s guards almost unrelent-
ing. Took teams out of their game 
and then either killed them in the 
paint, outside, or both. It did not 
matter the look the opponent gave 
UMSL, the Tritons dominated over 
the opponents.
“We stick to our game plan, our 
habits and our same principles,” said 
Head Coach Katie Vaughn. “It leads 
to the players being instinctual, ver-
sus changing it up every night.”
The only concerns this team 
might have is about Shawnta John-
son, senior, communications,   who 
has an on and off again nick and 
knack injuries. She quickly plays 
through them or sits for one game. 
“She has non-typical injuries for 
a basketball player,” said Vaughn. 
“We know that she’s going to play 
through them though, because of 
the senior mentality, this is an ath-
lete’s last shot in college.”
Starting guard Sammie Sproul, 
senior, business, looks to still be in 
a shooting slump. She still makes all 
the other plays though on offense 
and is still playing great defense. 
This could come to haunt the team 
in the tournament when they need 
one of her quality three-point dag-
gers from deep. “When you are a 
senior or coming to the end of your 
career, you tend to second-guess 
yourself a little,” said Vaughn. “It’s 
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On February 22, Missouri’s em-battled Governor Eric Greitens 
was indicted and booked on a felo-
ny invasion of privacy charge at St. 
Louis’ Carnahan Courthouse. The 
grand jury indictment stems from 
a March 2015 affair with his former 
hairdresser in the basement of his 
Central West End home. The three-
year statute of limitation window 
had almost closed before St. Louis 
circuit attorney Kim Gardner issued 
a warrant for Greitens’ arrest. 
If convicted on felony charges, 
Greitens faces the possibility of up 
to four years in jail. While it is too 
early to see what the governor’s fate 
will be, we can look at the facts pre-
sented before us. 
Greitens did confirm that he 
had an affair with the woman in 
2015, shortly before his “family val-
ues” centered campaign, but denied 
any other wrongdoing. His law-
yer’s original argument for appeal 
claimed that any actions taken were 
“consensual”. The current law pre-
scribes that there be a “reasonable 
expectation of privacy” in order for 
the invasion of privacy charge to ap-
ply. However, one would never ex-
pect that a photo would be taken of 
them without permission in a com-
promising position. 
Elected officials ought to be held 
to a higher standard than the gen-
eral population, as it is essential for 
the residents of the state of Missouri 
to have confidence in their leaders. 
However, the governor is undoubt-
edly receiving special treatment 
from law enforcement and the ju-
dicial system. Benefitting from his 
government position, status, con-
nections, and personal wealth, Gre-
itens won’t have to worry about any 
of the usual stresses associated with 
a criminal indictment. He didn’t 
have to post bond. He doesn’t have 
to be concerned with whether or not 
he would be released when they said 
he would. He won’t have to worry 
about not being able to go to work 
the next day. Greitens is also being 
allowed to freely travel throughout 
the United States, a luxury that very 
few people are granted. Any mem-
ber of the general public would have 
never been indicted and charged in 
such a lax manner. 
Most importantly, he’ll have the 
best attorneys bringing forth the 
best arguments that money can buy. 
Speaking of money, Greitens’ reli-
ance on “dark money” has been a 
concerning development despite 
his pre-election rhetoric of clean-
ing up Jefferson City. Transparen-
cy and Greitens go together like oil 
and water. 
The schadenfreude is strong 
in Jefferson City, as Greitens has 
come under fire from both sides 
of the aisle for “using anonymous 
campaign contributions to attack 
Republican senators and the Demo-
cratic state auditor.” He claims that 
political motivations are behind his 
indictment, coming from the “reck-
less liberal prosecutor” Kim Gard-
ner. The Missouri GOP issued a 
claim that George Soros-aligned 
groups are responsible for the “po-
litical hit job” that Greitens is cur-
rently mired in.
They also claim that they seek 
to “ensure St. Louis liberals aren’t 
controlling the future of our state,” 
which is an interesting claim con-
sidering the state legislature has 
time and time again blocked the city 
of St. Louis from self-determination.
Shortly after assuming office, 
Greitens put forth plans to con-
vert Missouri into a Right-to-Work 
state, which undermines unions and 
hands even more control over to big 
business. Later, despite a successful 
popular vote in St. Louis to increase 
the city’s minimum wage from $7.70 
to $10 an hour, Greitens blocked the 
measure, forcing the city to abide by 
the statewide standard. 
Greitens’ comments and actions 
clearly convey that he couldn’t care 
less about the residents of the city of 
St. Louis, but rather, his goals lie in 
the preservation and advancement 
of his own political career. After all, 
he bought the website “ericgreitens-
forpresident.com” months before he 
even ran for Governor. Greitens is a 
determined individual, and will like-
ly press forward and try to remain in 
office during the trial, although his 
defenders are increasingly hard to 
find. This will prove troubling for a 
state executive position that relies 
on cooperation to accomplish his 
lofty Trumpian goals for Missouri. It 
currently seems as though impeach-
ment will be the most likely way that 
he will be ousted from his position. 
The fact of the matter is simple; 
there would not be an indictment 
if the prosecuting attorney’s office 
did not have sufficient evidence of 
wrongdoing. Greitens is going to 
be facing a difficult road ahead of 
him, and he has absolutely no one 
to blame but himself. 
opinions 
“Law & Order” Missouri Governor 
Eric Greitens Faces Four Years in Jail
Kyle Mannisi
Opinions Editor
























This is strictly a satirical ar-
ticle and does in no way reflect 
the The Current's views on gun 
control.
The recent massacre at Mar-jorie Stoneman Douglas High 
School has been the primary nation-
al news focus for a whole two weeks 
now. The thoughts and prayers do 
not seem to be having the supreme 
power that they have held in the 
past. A group of teenagers are forc-
ing the nation to do more than sim-
ply offer up condolences, but since 
we’ve never gotten this far in the 
debate, many of us aren’t really sure 
where to take it.
Before I offer up my opinion*, 
I would like to mention that I have 
never been in the line of fire. I have 
never once found myself staring 
down the barrel of a semi-automat-
ic weapon, and I cannot relate to 
that experience in any conceivable 
way. With that being said, I think it 
is high time we arm our teachers. 
It is atrocious that we have such a 
problem with mass shootings in our 
country. It is a stain on our other-
wise flawless history with the sec-
ond amendment, and it needs to 
stop.
While these great, well-paid 
teachers inspire our youth and do 
so much for our community, they 
need to do just a little bit more. The 
responsibility to suppress any threat 
of violence in a school needs to fall 
on the third period history teacher 
in the middle of her lesson plan. Sor-
ry, it just does. There is no other log-
ical solution to this problem. It also 
would not hurt to send our children 
to school with bulletproof back-
packs. I have thought about this ex-
tensively, and I genuinely think that 
turning our nation’s public schools 
into latent warzones is a good idea. 
I would like to reiterate that I’ve 
never been in the line of fire. I have 
never once found myself staring 
down the barrel of a semi-automatic 
weapon, and I cannot relate to that 
experience in any conceivable way.
I would also like to say that I’ve 
never lost a family member or a 
loved one to gun violence. I don’t 
personally know what it’s like to 
lose so much so quickly, and I can’t 
even imagine that feeling. Still, 
it’s not a gun problem, it’s a men-
tal health problem. If we placed a 
ban on guns, these deranged killers 
will find other ways to cause ter-
ror in our schools. I sincerely think 
that if a mentally ill person came 
into a school with a weapon that’s 
sole purpose is not to kill as many 
humans as possible as efficiently 
as possible, there would be just as 
many victims. This is a real thought 
that I have, that takes up space in my 
brain.
Listen, cars kill people, too. 
Doesn’t that mean we place a ban 
on cars, a thing that has little to 
no distinction between an AR-15? 
What about swimming pools? Peo-
ple have drowned in swimming 
pools. How about we get rid of all 
these big, harmful bowls of water? 
If I went down the list of all things 
that have ever killed someone, we’d 
have nothing left. Is that what you 
want? As you can so clearly see, ban-
ning semi-automatic weapons will 
do nothing to help fix the problem. 
Again, I cannot stress enough that I 
have never lost a family member or 
a loved one to gun violence. I do not 
personally know what it is like to 
lose so much so quickly, and I can’t 
even imagine that feeling.
*This article is sarcastic in na-
ture and not meant to be taken lit-
erally. I don’t actually believe any of 
these things. Not even a little bit.
A “Logical” Gun Control Debate
Joseph Salamon
News Editor
















stays quite true to history. True, 
some fantastic lines are drawn sug-
gesting that Shelly and Blake may 
have known each other. But after 
doing a little research, you would 
find that Blake did in fact illustrate 
for Shelley's mother Mary Wollens-
craft. So there you go, maybe not so 
fantastic after all?
For those who do know their 
British literary history, however, this 
is not that far-fetched. “The Fran-
kenstein Chronicles” again master-
fully depicts the lives and times of 
19th century London at the cross-
roads of the age of enlightenment’s 
closing number and the emergence 
of the age of science.
Susan Scott and Lindsey Pugh 
do a stand up job of recreating the 
fashions of the times. One of my big-
gest complaints of period dramas is 
that they never really seem to get 
the look right. “The Frankenstein 
Chronicles,” in my opinion, gets it. 
Marlott’s overcoat is covered in mud 
half the time and the junior consta-
ble Nightingale (Richie Campbell) 
first shows up in a tattered suit that 
would most likely be accurate con-
sidering his status. 
Another nice touch is the de-
piction of how cold this place really 
must have been. The men are bun-
dled in several layers and you can 
see breath almost anytime someone 
is speaking. London’s market dis-
trict, where most of the show takes 
place, is in the winter of 1827, which 
was documented as one of the cold-
est on record and would have been 
a very cold place indeed.
That being said, the realism 
of the show is not the only reason 
I suggest watching it. It is a nice 
touch though, as it is important to 
try and stay somewhat true to histo-
ry, especially when you are dealing 
with things that did in fact actually 
happen.
Sadly, I have recently learned 
that apparently we will not be 
graced with a third season of “The 
Frankenstein Chronicles” unfor-
tunately.  However, the first two 
should most definitely be on your 
list this weekend. The story flows 
easily with a wonderful cast that 
will keep you on your toes. Both 
seasons are currently available for 
streaming on Netflix.
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only mental for her she just has to 
play through this, and get her con-
fidence back.” Vaughn hopes that 
takes place before the start of the 
GLVC Tournament.
The ladies also led a successful 
fundraising campaign for Pediat-
ric cancer. Teaming up with Mer-
cy Hospital and the Mercy Clinic 
Children’s Cancer and Hematol-
ogy Center. Which is also known 
as the Cardinals Kids Cancer Cen-
ter. Community Relations at Mercy 
Hospital Katy Hemme and UMSL’s 
Coordinator of Athletics Marketing 
& External Relations Dan Brodsky, 
graduate, business administration, 
both spearheaded the project.
The team visited the center 
and talked to a few patients, played 
games, and encouraged them in 
their fight. They raised money and 
sold “Lace Up for Cancer,” wrist-
bands. At their Lace Up for Cancer 
Game on February 8, the tritons beat 
a sound Indianapolis team. They 
raised over a $1,000 for the center 
and presented the check to a young 
lady and her family whose cancer 
was in remission.
When will the ride end? The 
roller coaster’s next stop is the Na-
tional Tournament. The Lady Tri-
tons continue their success on 
March 1 against the ranked No. 4 
in the GLVC Tournament. The Bel-
larmine Knights will faceoff against 
the Tritons in the quarterfinals at 
Southern Illinois University Ed-
wardsville at 8:30 p.m.
Continued from page 6







































Window painting of the bridge started the friday before 
homecoming week. Homecoming King and Queen candidates 
were highlighted in the windows. The Chili Feed took place 
on Thursday. For $4, students could try different chili recipies 
cooked and served by the different colleges. After they voted, 
students were able to go back with a bowl to their favorite 
chili. The dinner and dance concluded the Homecoming week 
festivities. The dinner and dance were on Saturday at the Hilton 
at Ballpark Village. The King and Queen were announced and 
they took pictures with the previous year's winners. Voting for 
the King and Queen took place online during the week. 







































3570 N. Lindbergh Blvd. • St. Ann, MO 63074
O (314) 291-4940 • F (314) 291-5399
www.northwestairportinn.com
All Inclusive Weekly 
Rates start at
$179.00*
* Rates subject to change without notice.
Tax & misc. extra charges not included.
